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Abstract. Territorial intelligence in Algeria represents a captivating and crucial field of study,
situated at the intersection of network structuring and sustainable development. In a context where
territories play a vital role in achieving national objectives, territorial intelligence emerges as a
strategic component. This study explores the complex dynamics related to the network structuring
of territorial actors and its impact on sustainable development. Algeria, with its geographical,
social, and economic diversity, provides a fertile ground to understand how territorial intelligence
can catalyze cooperation among different actors and promote sustainable initiatives. This
exploration will seek to shed light on the challenges and opportunities presented by territorial
intelligence in the specific context of Algeria, emphasizing its potential role as a lever for
harmonious and sustainable development. This work pursues two fundamental objectives. Firstly, it
aims to clarify the concept of territorial intelligence by highlighting its collective, transformative,
and interactionist dimensions. We have endeavored to demonstrate the existence of
interdependencies and reciprocal links between the network structuring of actors and the local
industrial dynamics. Secondly, we delve into the question of sustainable development in territories
in Algeria, particularly in the province of Blida, known for its specific entrepreneurial dynamics.
Our exploratory study is based on a quantitative statistical survey through a questionnaire,
conducted with a sample of 110 companies located in various industrial and business zones in the
province of Blida. The main results of this research highlight that the geographical concentration of
companies provides an opportunity to strengthen competitive interactions and foster the emergence
of ecosystems conducive to exchange, knowledge transfer, innovation, and the creation of added
value at the local level. We observe that the deployment of territorial intelligence and network
structuring processes requires a specific industrial organization, including the establishment of open
and collaborative networks or clusters of companies.
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INTRODUCTION

In a global economic context marked by increased competition, making a territory attractive
has become a major concern for states. The objective is to create conditions to promote competitive
and innovative activities and to foster synergies among skills through the combination of small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), administrative and financial institutions, in addition to research
and training centers (Girardot and al, 2007). Consequently, the territory has become an essential
component in the competitiveness strategy of nations and a resource pool to be mobilized through
interaction between various private and public actors (Ferdj & Dijeflat, 2024). Thus, the
development of tools relies on emerging Information and Communication Technologies (ICT). to
store, process, and disseminate information carrying the knowledge of a territory (Girardot and al,
2007). Economic intelligence addresses this challenge by engaging in the collection, analysis, and
transformation of information into knowledge that will be disseminated to the right stakeholders
(Baulant, 2018). At the local level, the application of economic intelligence leads us to the concept
of territorial intelligence, explained notably by the renewed interest in the territory, which is now at
the heart of firms localization strategies, and by decentralization laws that grant it new attention
(Lahrach and al, 2020). This practice has the merit of increasing the competitiveness of each actor
and promoting the attractiveness of the territory through the creation of public-private partnerships
(Venturini, 2006) while facilitating the dissemination of information useful for decision-making,
and the transfer of knowledge and skills (Lahrach and al., 2020). Territorial intelligence "arises
from the conjunction of major and interdependent changes in economies and societies™ (Blancherie,
2002). Territorial intelligence is particularly useful for helping territorial actors plan, define,
animate, and evaluate policies and actions for sustainable territorial development (Dumas, 2004).
However, the challenges of integrating into a territorially oriented economic intelligence dynamic
are real, especially for territories with limited resources (both state and private), as emphasized in
the literature (Bertacchini, 2004). Consequently, more and more territories are pooling their
energies to share their skills, know-how, and resources to integrate into this new dynamic.

In the context of our country, faced with new challenges of territorial competitiveness,
Algeria has engaged in the implementation of sectoral policies, particularly industrial policies
aimed at creating and supporting competitiveness clusters. (It is through the National Territorial
Planning Scheme (SNAT, 2008, 2010) that the State defines its major territorial project aimed at
restoring the strength and attractiveness of the territory in all its components), with the goal of
creating an ecosystem conducive to exchange, knowledge transfer, innovation, and value-added
production at both local and national levels (Ferdj, 2024). Given the sustainable development of
territories characterized by the convergence of economic, social, cultural, and environmental
objectives, our objective in this work is to present territorial intelligence as an alternative to
sustainable territorial development modes based on economic profitability and local network
structuring dynamics within the competitiveness cluster of the Blida region (northern Algeria). In
this context, our article will focus on the following questions: To what extent does territorial
intelligence ensure the attractiveness of the territory in Algeria? What are the prospects for
promoting sustainable development through territorial intelligence? What can local/sustainable
development contribute to this dynamic?

The answer to these questions requires understanding the effect of territorial intelligence on
the attractiveness of territories, through the phenomenon of network structuring (cluster) of local
businesses and actors (Ferdj & Djeflat, 2024) from a sustainable development perspective in this
territory. This work is based on the results of an exploratory research conducted through a field
survey among a sample of 110 companies located in the agri-food cluster of the Blida province
(Ferdj, 2020). It allowed us to specify territorial intelligence between network structuring and local
industrial dynamics. To do this, a first section will shed light on a literature review surrounding
territorial logic and territorial intelligence with their different dimensions. The second section will
focus on presenting the context of the emergence of territorial intelligence and addressing its
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relationship with the attractiveness of the territory and sustainable development. The final section
will present and discuss the results of our field survey research on the phenomenon of territorial
intelligence and its integration into the agri-food cluster of the Blida province and its impact on
local and sustainable development.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Territorial intelligence is a reasoned approach to the understanding and governance of
territories (Dumas, Gardére & Bertacchini, 2007). It emerged in the late 1980s following the "thirty
glorious years." Pierre Maurel, 2012, considers territorial intelligence to be examined as a collective
process, necessary for the progressive emergence of a territory, which must have the capacity for
self-analysis, monitoring, and the development of shared awareness and a distinct identity. Actors
within the same territory must be interconnected on a daily basis due to their spatial proximity,
contributing to the strengthening of shared territoriality (Maurel, 2012). On their part, Comin and al.
(2010) note that the territory is defined as an "actor" benefiting from proximity and agglomeration
effects to reduce uncertainty through governance involving stakeholders from various socio-
economic backgrounds. Meanwhile, according to Bertacchini (2004), territories result from specific
forms of social interrelations emanating from individuals, companies, and organizations capable, at
the local level, of developing dynamics that offer better control over their immediate future. For
Turnes (2011), the territory "proves to be much more than a mere physical base since it represents a
framework of relationships with historical origins consisting of links that go beyond factors related
to natural resources, transportation, and communication costs."

Territorial intelligence is a means for researchers, actors, and the territorial community to
acquire a better understanding of the territory, as well as to better manage its development.
However, territorial intelligence goes further: in addition to mentioning the territory, it involves
spatial analysis methods and geographic information systems. They then approach economic
intelligence. Thus, Pelissier and Pybourdin (2009) express a vision of territorial intelligence very
close to economic intelligence by distinguishing three aspects: 1) territorial economic intelligence is
the creation of products and the provision of services for economic innovation actors; 2) strategic
territorial intelligence is the creation of permanent infrastructures for territorial monitoring; 3)
territorial community management is the creation of a resource center that encourages the
development of various digital territories. Marie-Mich¢le Venturini (2006) argue that the process of
territorial intelligence is “the relevant pragmatic approach for networking actors, especially in
sharing territorial information." The various experiences gathered arouse interest and participation
from all stakeholders; it seems that the analysis of territorial intelligence objectives must be carried
out with elected officials, territorial leaders (administrations and delegated management
companies), and representatives of civil society (Venturini, 2006). The dimensions of territorial
intelligence:

Collective dimension: Territorial intelligence is a collective process and should not be
reserved for a limited number of actors. A very broad involvement of diverse actors is essential to
the territorial intelligence project. Therefore, a mechanism ensuring its implementation must be
considered from a global perspective, taking into account all actors within the territory. It should be
based on a cooperative information system to disseminate quality information (Harbulot &
Baumard, 1997). Yann Bertacchini (2004) refers to the concept of territorial intelligence in relation
to collective intelligence defined by Pierre Lévy (1998) as "an intelligence distributed everywhere,
constantly valued, coordinated in real-time, resulting in an effective mobilization of individual
skills, and based on the principle that everyone knows something, possesses skills, and expertise.”
The concept of territorial intelligence refers to a set of multidisciplinary knowledge that, on the one
hand, contributes to understanding the structures and dynamics of territories, and on the other hand,
aims to be a tool in the service of actors in sustainable territorial development.
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The transformative dimension: Establishing a territorial intelligence process cannot be done
without constructing or implementing a framework that considers transformations. The relationship
between the actors of a territory is a determining factor in the success of a territorial intelligence
framework. Its role is to ensure an interface function and to transform into a territorial intelligence
system capable of carrying out informational and communicational activities that serve common
interests.

The interactionist dimension: Access to information "represents a crucial issue for individuals
and communities as it influences citizen behavior and the socio-economic activities of collectivities.
It is a factor of empowerment for individuals and a factor of sustainable development for societies”
(Touati, 2008). Despite this global context, mobilizing data and information held by the local
territorial community remains a delicate operation in an ongoing process of observation (Amraoui
& Aziz, 2023).

The valorization dimension: The primary objective of territorial intelligence is to enhance the
value of territories and their dynamism by ensuring a new connection of living spaces (Bertacchini,
2004). It is also a place to develop intellectual and cooperative capacities to create and innovate in
all fields. Territorial valorization and the capacity of local actors to build a common vision of their
future are collective approaches that should be part of a comprehensive citizen approach. However,
professional observers believe that current territorial approaches are static and limited, as they are
based on the territorial delineation of their competences. Territorial intelligence is therefore a new
concept that takes into account the dynamism and evolution of the territory. It also calls for
collective intelligence based on information processing and communication technologies (Miedes,
2009).

Table 1
Territorial intelligence and its configurations

primarily companies tools of economic
intelligence, monitoring, and
information systems
a community or a group of  techniques used to improve

communities territorial governance
business clusters, local combination of monitoring,
productive systems informational, knowledge

management, and/or
prospective tools

experts in geographic territory management tools,

resource management digitization (ICT)
associations, NGOs, and tools for collective

actors of civil society appropriation of knowledge

Source: Compilation by the authors.
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As indicated in the table, territorial intelligence takes on several configurations at the level of
a territory:

1. It can be perceived as economic intelligence driven by territorial authorities for the needs
of businesses. It involves raising awareness among businesses about the methods and tools of
economic intelligence and providing them with all the means to implement an EI approach within
their organization.

2. It can be perceived as a governance instrument by a territory or a community (or a group of
communities) for its own territorial governance needs. Several techniques used in economic
intelligence for businesses (strategy, monitoring, influence) and new forms of management are
utilized.

3. It can be used towards business groupings through a combined application at the territory
level of economic intelligence actions (monitoring, information protection, influence and lobbying,
networking), knowledge management (capitalization, mapping, sharing and creation of knowledge),
or others such as foresight, innovation, or marketing. This combination is proposed by business
groupings (clusters, local public companies, competitiveness clusters) to enable businesses in this
territory to be more competitive.

4. Territorial intelligence can be a strategic vision of its development in relation to its
economic, social, geographical context, its resources, and its spatial organization aiming for
sustainable development. This work mobilizes experts and consultants, researchers in various
disciplines (economists, geographers, urban planners).

5. Territorial intelligence is understood as an approach, methods, and tools specific to the
business world, which would be "adapted" to the economic development needs of a territory. It
would be more precise to speak of "territorial economic intelligence"”; on the other hand, it is a set
of knowledge and skills constituting a territory, the very notion of collective intelligence, which
would shape the future of the territory according to the more classical approach of local
development by bringing it a culture of monitoring and strategy that has often been lacking.

Sustainable development relies on the appropriate exploitation of the resources offered by a
territory to continually improve the living standards of its inhabitants. Consequently, a sustainable
development dynamic of any territory is closely dependent on the innovative and rational use of
available resources. Sustainable development has its roots in the 1970s with the realization of the
limitations of a growth model depleting natural resources and relegating much of humanity to
poverty. Established by the Rio Earth Summit in 1992, sustainable development is now
incorporated into national and international policy directions. However, it is at the territorial level
that a renewal of action has been emerging in recent years, concretely integrating sustainable
development into social and economic realities.

Territorial dynamics are being organized. Since Rio, more than 2000 local authorities have
committed to a Local Agenda 21. The Law on Orientation for Planning and Sustainable
Development of Territories explicitly refers to the local Agenda 21 process as a tool for
implementing sustainable development. The Local Agenda 21 is a program of actions that defines
the objectives and means of implementing sustainable development in the territory. It is developed
by aligning the goals of the community and in consultation with all its socio-economic actors. The
central issue of local sustainable development arises in terms of resolving conflicts between the
interests of the business and the interests of the local society. The concept of sustainable
development emerges as a harbinger of a new order, in which economic growth must satisfy the
needs of the present generation without compromising the ability of future generations to satisfy
their own (Brundtland, 1987). The territory is the space par excellence of relation, the level where
complexity, meaning the system of relations, is most concretely apprehended (Calame, 2015).
Indeed, it is the space of daily experience and innovations. The practices implemented, notably in
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local Agenda 21 initiatives at all levels of territories, translate into exemplary achievements in terms
of urban policies or sustainable local development.

Since its adoption by the international community in September 2015, Algeria has embraced
the 2030 Agenda and sought to provide strong national responses commensurate with the
challenges it entails. At the institutional level, an Interministerial Coordination Committee under the
auspices of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs was established in 2016, tasked with monitoring and
evaluating the implementation of the SDGs in Algeria. This committee brings together various
ministries, institutions, and national organizations. The appropriation of the SDGs involves their
integration into public policies. In Algeria, the incorporation of the SDGs was done within the
Government Development Plan 2017 and reiterated in various government action plans. A National
Strategy for Environment and Sustainable Development (SNEDD 2019-2035) has been established.
The SNEDD, which covers virtually all areas, is structured into seven strategic axes, 19 objectives,
and 34 priority actions. Overall, the seven axes focus on improving health and quality of life,
preserving natural and cultural capital, developing a green and circular economy, increasing
resilience to desertification, enhancing resilience to climate change, ensuring food security, and
environmental governance. While at the macro-policy level progress seems to be made, it is at the
level of businesses and territories that effective adoption and implementation remain most
problematic.

METHODOLOGY

We attempted, through a statistical survey using a questionnaire, to specify the process of
territorial intelligence between network structuring and local and sustainable development, as well
as between territorial understanding and stakeholder participation, among a sample of 110 small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) located in various industrial zones and activity zones within the
agri-food cluster of the Blida province (Ferdj & Dijeflat, 2024). Through this research, our
questionnaire was aimed at companies operating in the agri-food sector, in order to assess their
perception of their interactions with their territories. The questionnaire consisted of six sections.
These questions were mostly posed in Likert-type attitudinal form with a seven-point scale (from 1
= "strongly disagree" to 7 = "strongly agree"). Other questions were closed-ended and some were
ranking questions (Ferdj, 2021). For the chosen sampling method, we opted for the empirical
method of "quota sampling.” This method does not contain any random elements, and therefore its
reliability cannot be mathematically calculated as probability calculations cannot be used (Ardilly,
2004). Quota sampling is the most commonly used method by polling institutes. It is a sampling
method that ensures the representativeness of a sample by assigning it a structure similar to that of
the target population (Ferdj & Hamadi, 2024). Descriptive data analysis and exploratory analysis
were conducted using SPSS 24 software. Descriptive analysis involves describing the data collected
from our empirical survey by performing cross-tabulations between the main variables (flat sorting
and cross-tabulation). The results are presented in terms of frequency and percentage.

The Blida Province, covering an area of 1482.8 square kilometers, is located in the northern
part of the country in the central Tell geographical zone. It is bordered to the north by the provinces
of Tipaza and Algiers, to the west by the Ain Defla Province, to the south by the Medea Province,
and to the east by the provinces of Boumerdes and Bouira.
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Figure 1. Administrative map of Blida Province
Source : http://www.dsp-blida.dz/index.php/wilaya

The capital of the province is located 50 km west of the capital, Algiers. Blida Province has a
useful agricultural area of 66,280 hectares, which includes vast fertile plains of the Mitidja,
accounting for 44.28% of the total land area. Blida is the 8th industrial metropolis in Algeria. It
comprises 25 municipalities distributed across 10 districts. There are 20,036 SMEs employing over
60,969 people. The industrial fabric of the province consists of 5,145 production units employing
more than 42,893 workers, with nearly 40,810 working in the private sector as of 2019 (Ferdj,
2020). The location of Blida Province in the fertile plain of Mitidja is the reason behind its
agricultural vocation and, consequently, its development in the agri-food sector. The agri-food
sector represents 15% of the local industry (approximately 763 units) and employs 11,027 workers,
accounting for 27% of industrial employment (Ferdj, 2022). The road network in Blida Province
undergoes annual development and modernization operations, in addition to infrastructure works
carried out as part of planned programs, aimed at making traffic smoother. The network of national
roads, paved to 93.6%, covers 19.85% of the total network of the province. As for the provincial
road network, which is entirely paved, it covers approximately 22.32% of the total network. Finally,
the networks of communal and rural roads, of which only 62.2% are paved, represent 52.55% of the
total network of the province.

Investment is considered a priority by the public authorities to address various challenges,
both social and economic. In this context, Blida Province has been at the forefront of investment in
all sectors. However, in recent years, there has been a standstill due to a lack of industrial land,
despite a very high demand from project developers wishing to establish themselves in the
province. According to Table 2, in 2019, no less than 1603 investment projects were registered at
the National Agency for Investment Development (ANDI), since its creation in 2003. This
corresponds to a total investment amount of 347,900 million dinars resulting in the creation of
43,546 jobs.
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Table 2

Distribution of investment projects declared by sector of activity in the Blida province (2003-
2019)

1.12% 3,284 0.94% 414 0.95%
197 12.29% 37,013 10.64% 7,379 16.95%
587 36.62% 263,029 75.60% 26,688 61.29%

35 2.18% 2,685 0.77% 491 1.13%
642 40.05% 22358 6.43% 5108 11.73%
13 0.81% 6531 1.88% 595 1.37%
111 6.92% 13000 3.74% 2871 6.59%
1603 100% 347900 100.00% 43546 100%

Source: Compilation by the authors, (ANDI, 2019).
PRESENTATION OF RESULTS

e The origin of business creation :
According to Table (3) below, we find that business creation is the most common formula in
our sample, with 84.5% of businesses being created, compared to only 5.5% relocating and 9.1%
restructuring, and only 1% restructuring. These results explain that the province under study attracts
more local creators and project developers than creators from other regions of the country.

Therefore, the attractiveness of the territory is limited to local actors.
Table 3

The origin of the business creation

84,5%

6 5,5%
10 9,1%
1 0,9%
110 100%

Source: Conducted by us, based on the field survey

The results obtained show that the Blida region is highly favorable for business creation, it
attracts project developers very effectively. The high number of businesses established in the Blida
province proves that this territory remains attractive and offers certain competitive advantages from
the start of operations.

o Territorial Anchoring of Businesses:

Being native to the region, comprehensive knowledge of the environment and its
surroundings is therefore an asset for business leaders, in order to contribute to the process of
territorial intelligence. The knowledge of the microenvironment by the native actors of this region
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not only allows them to easily access land plots but also to build cross-cutting relationships with
various stakeholders (Djeflat and al, 2017).
Table 4

The origin of the entrepreneurs

88 80,0
22 20,0
110 100,0

Source: Conducted by us, based on the field survey

According to the Table (4), surveyed companies appear to have a strong territorial anchoring
due to their origin compared to business leaders. It is noticeable that 80% of the companies were
created by natives of the region, while only 20% came from elsewhere. The regional context plays a
significant role in the decision to establish themselves in the territory of the Blida province (Ferdj,
2020).

o Local dynamics and sustainable development, basic infrastructure and
transportation :

The road and transportation infrastructures: the surveyed companies express high satisfaction
with highways (87.3%) as well as local roads (72.7%), but are dissatisfied with other means of
transportation, notably air and maritime transport. This results in an overall dissatisfaction rate of
50.5% and 49.1%, compared to only 14% for air transport and 25.5% satisfaction for ports and dry
ports (Figure. 2).

Proximity to Ports and Dry Ports 25,5%

Air Transport (Airport) 14,0% H No

Railway 31,8% B Neutral

Communal Roads 3 Yes

Figure 2. Access to the road infrastructure of the Blida province
Source : Conducted by us, based on the field survey.

o The dimensions of territorial intelligence, collective and transformative:

Territorial intelligence is a collective process and should not be reserved for a limited number
of actors. A broad involvement of diverse actors is essential for the territorial intelligence project.
The relationship between the actors of a territory is a determining factor in the success of a
territorial intelligence mechanism. Its role is to ensure an interface function and to transform into a
territorial intelligence system capable of carrying out informational and communicational activities
that serve common interests. Geographical proximity is essentially based on proximity in physical
space. It can serve as a facilitator for coordination among businesses operating in the same territory
and can simplify the transfer of cooperative relationships (Ferdj, 2024). According to the table (5),
it is noticeable that the majority of surveyed companies having a coordination relationship with
other companies operate in the same territory of the Blida province, accounting for 68.2%. This can
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be explained by the importance of geographical proximity considered by these companies in order
to reduce distance and transportation costs (Ferdj & Djeflat, 2024).
Table 5

Coordination relationship between companies in the same territory (Blida)

75
35 31,8%
110 100%

Source: Conducted by us, based on the field survey

o The interactionist dimension of territorial intelligence :

The results from Table (6) indicate that the majority of surveyed companies leverage local
expertise, with employees residing in the same region as the company's location. Specifically, out of
110 surveyed companies, 51 have between 80% and 100% of employees residing in the same
province. Additionally, 49 of these companies have between 40% and 80% of employees residing in
the Blida region. Concerning employees residing in other provinces, approximately forty companies
show a percentage between 20% and 40%. Finally, the percentage of foreign employees is very low,
ranging between 0% and 20%. These findings suggest that local businesses justify their
establishment based on economic motivations, as they aim to contribute to the economic
development of their regions, highlighting the role of geographical proximity in territorial
development. Conversely, companies not relying on activities based on local expertise exhibit a
similar proportion, possibly explained by the lack of local skills and the requirement for qualified
labor. In this context, we assessed the significance of geographical proximity in business operations
and analyzed the interest shown by companies in utilizing local expertise.

Table 6
Share of employees residing in surveyed companies

7 35

3 41

30 12

19 21

51 1
110 110
Source: Conducted by us, based on the field survey

o Factors influencing the process of territorial intelligence within the

framework of local network structuring :
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Table 7
The characteristics of the company and its degree of network integration
Weakly Strongly Test Statistic
integrated integrated
Age of the company 21-30 years 11-20 years 3,056**
Number of employees Between 10 and Between 50 and 6,56**
49 250
% of companies with 55 45 1,05
cooperation relationships with
other companies
% of companies with R&D 34 66 5.285%**
collaborations with educational
institutions
% of companies with 46 54 1,103
cooperation with local
administration
% of companies with R&D 25 75 7,32%*
collaborations (research
centers...)
% of companies with internal 42 58 2,14%***
communication network
% of companies with external 39 61 6,64***
communication network
% of companies with suppliers 79 21 1,25*
from the same region
% of companies with local 32 68 3,66***
expertise

Source: Modeling results, output from STATA 15.0
Notes: P <0.01 (***) ; P <0.05 (**) ; P <0.10 (*)
Values in parentheses represent the t-statistic.

The attributes of the company and its level of integration into the local network. The
estimation results regarding the impact of company size (in terms of number of employees) on the
probability of integration degree indicate a significant and positive relationship at the 5%
significance level for both categories (between 50 and 250 employees). Similarly, for the age of
companies, the obtained results reveal a significant relationship at the 5% significance level for the
category (11-20 years). Regarding research and development (R&D) expenditures, the estimation of
our model indicates the existence of a significant and positive relationship at the 10% significance
level. The estimation results (Table 7) regarding the location of residence (local expertise) of
company employees on the probability of innovation degree also indicate a significant and positive
relationship at the 1% significance level, with a coefficient of (+3.66). In other words, SMEs using
local expertise are more inclined to participate in the development process of their territory
compared to other companies. This highlights the crucial role of geographical proximity in
territorial development (Ferdj, 2021). Local expertise can thus be an essential element in SMES'
contribution to the territorial development process. Similarly, for the variables of cooperation with
local institutions, companies with an internal and external communication network show a
significant relationship with a positive coefficient. In conclusion, companies heavily involved in
R&D activities and holding an internal and external communication network, in addition to
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possessing local expertise, are particularly engaged in the process of structuring into the local
network (Ferdj & Djeflat, 2024).

DISCUSSION OF RESULTS

The analysis results indicate that the surveyed companies demonstrate their interest in
developing regular relations with local actors. The existence of intra-territorial links determines the
importance of geographical proximity by fostering the multiplication of inter-company connections
and also enabling a better understanding of partners (Ferdj, 2021). Indeed, these territorial
proximities constitute determining factors for territorial intelligence as they lay the foundation for a
comparative advantage (Ferdj, 2020). Similarly, we can state that geographical proximity perfectly
explains the observed industrial dynamics of the studied business fabric (Mufioz Canavate &
Herrera-Barragan, 2019). However, we can say that it is the networking of various institutional
partners to obtain the buy-in of all, which is based on a process of dialogue and partnership. This is
the same principle as territorial intelligence, which embodies an alternative vision of local and
sustainable economic development, in which the synergy of actors becomes the key to successful
dynamism and promotes non-market cooperation and the development of resources built according
to an endogenous logic. It participates in a form of actors' engagement in the public sphere (Djeflat,
2007).

The interactionist dimension of territorial intelligence emphasizes the interactions and
relationships among various actors involved in the development of the territory. Unlike a traditional
approach that may focus solely on economic or institutional aspects, the interactionist dimension
recognizes that territorial development is shaped by a complex set of social, economic, cultural, and
political relationships (Ferdj and al, 2022). This dimension highlights several points:

1. Networks and collaborations: It underscores the importance of social networks and
collaborations among local actors, such as businesses, public institutions, community organizations,
and citizens. These collaborations can facilitate the sharing of resources, knowledge, and best
practices, which is essential for promoting sustainable and inclusive territorial development.

2. Co-construction of knowledge: It acknowledges that relevant knowledge for territorial
development does not only come from experts or decision-makers, but it can also be generated
through interactions and exchanges among various local actors. Thus, it encourages the co-
construction of knowledge, where the perspectives and experiences of each stakeholder are
considered in the decision-making process.

3. Citizen participation: It promotes active participation of citizens and local communities in
the planning and implementation of development policies and projects. This participation helps to
better address the needs and aspirations of local populations, while also strengthening their
engagement and ownership of development initiatives (Amraoui & Soulhi, 2019).

4. Adaptability and flexibility: It recognizes that territorial dynamics are often complex and
evolving, requiring flexible and adaptive approaches to respond to changes and emerging
challenges. By fostering interactions and collaborations among local actors, it contributes to
enhancing the capacity of territories to adapt and innovate in the face of changing contexts.

The interactionist dimension of territorial intelligence highlights the importance of social
interactions and collaborations among local actors in building sustainable, inclusive, and resilient
territorial development. It also underscores the essential role of citizen participation and co-
construction of knowledge in this process (Ferdj & djeflat, 2024).
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CONCLUSION

Working on this paper, we saw that the process of territorial intelligence and network
structuring require a certain industrial organization, notably the organization into networks of open
and eager-to-exchange businesses. The territorial clustering of businesses strengthens competition
relations and the emergence of ecosystems conducive to exchange, knowledge transfer, innovation,
and value-added production at the local level.

In conclusion, the process of territorial intelligence in the province of Blida emerges as an
essential tool for understanding, planning, and promoting the economic, social, and environmental
development of the region. The results of our analyses highlight the importance of the territorial
anchoring of businesses, the valorization of local expertise, and the interaction among various local
actors in building sustainable and inclusive territorial development. The province of Blida benefits
from significant advantages, including its geographical proximity to the capital, Algiers, its diverse
natural resources, and its agricultural potential. However, it also faces challenges such as urban
congestion, pressure on natural resources, and socio-economic disparities between urban and rural
areas. In this context, territorial intelligence offers promising prospects for addressing these
challenges and fully exploiting the region's potential. By fostering collaboration among local actors,
valorizing endogenous resources, and promoting a participatory and inclusive approach to
development, territorial intelligence can contribute to strengthening the resilience and
competitiveness of the Blida province. It is therefore essential to continue investing in the
implementation of policies and projects based on a territorial intelligence approach, taking into
account the specificities and needs of the region. This will require effective coordination among
local authorities, businesses, civil society, and citizens, as well as ongoing commitment to the
sustainable and balanced development of the Blida province.

Territorial intelligence, as an emerging concept in the field of regional development, is
increasingly attracting interest in Algeria. In this perspective, the approach of territorial intelligence
offers an in-depth understanding of socio-economic and spatial dynamics at the local level. In
Algeria, where territorial development issues are crucial, adopting this approach allows for
exploring the complex interactions among local actors, territorial resources, and development
processes. To encourage the attractiveness of territories and local sustainable development, Algeria
has sought through various programs to establish the competitiveness of territories in new sectors
with high potential for innovation and thus position itself among countries integrating a knowledge-
based economy (Djeflat & Cummings, 2012).

In a developing country like Algeria, where the culture of sustainable development is still
relatively scarce within society, public authorities must play a significant role in informing and
raising awareness about environmental issues. Encouraging businesses and public entities to adopt
responsible behaviors is crucial to promote sustainable consumption and production patterns to
enhance the environmental and social performance of products and manufacturing processes. This
sustainable development framework should aim to build a shared culture around the challenges of
the territory and fully involve all its stakeholders. This objective, necessarily relying on time, is the
guarantee of strengthening the cohesion of the territorial community and the economic, social, and
environmental effectiveness of the community (Djeflat, 2017).
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Po3Binka teputopiii B AJDKHpi SBIISE COOOI0 3aXOIUTIOIOYY 1 BAXIUBY chepy IOCIiIKEHb,
pO3TallOBaHy Ha IEpeTHHI MEPEKEBOro CTPYKTYpPYBaHHS 1 CTajJoro po3BUTKY. B ymoBax, kouiu
TEpUTOpii BIAIrPalOTh >KUTTEBO BAXKIUBY pPOJIb y MOCATHEHHI HAIlOHAJBHUX IUICH, pO3BiAKa
TEPUTOPiH cTae CTpAaTeriYHUM KOMIIOHEHTOM. JOCIiIPKeHHsI BUBYA€E CKJIAJHY JUHAMIKY, IOB'I3aHy
3 MEpPEeXEBUM CTPYKTYPYBaHHSM TEPUTOPiaIbHUX CYO'€KTiB, Ta ii BIUIMB HA CTAJIMH PO3BUTOK.
Amxup, 3 #oro reorpagiyHUM, COLIAJBHUM Ta EKOHOMIYHUM pO3MAITTsAM, 3abe3mneuye
CTIPUSTIMBUHN IPYHT JUISI PO3YMIHHS TOTO, SIK PO3BiAKAa TEPUTOPIA MOXKe KaTalli3yBaTH CITIiBIIPAIIO 1
CHPUATH peajizaiii cTaiux iHimiatuB. JlOCHiKEHHS Ma€e Ha METi IMPOJUTH CBITJIO HAa BUKIIUKH 1
MOKJIUBOCTI PO3BiKAa TEPUTOPii B KOHKPETHOMY KOHTEKCTI AJDKUDPY, MiJKPECIIOYH ii
MOTEHIIIHY POJIb SIK Ba)Kelsl Ui TApMOHIMHOTO 1 cTajmoro po3BUTKY. Lls poOora mepecmiaye nBi
ocHOBHI Metu. [lo-mepie, BoHa cHpsMoOBaHa Ha PO3'ACHEHHA KOHLENILII PO3BIAKM TEPUTOPIH
IUITXOM BHUCBITICHHA ii KOJIEKTUBHOTO, TPAaHC(POPMAIIIHHOTO Ta 1HTEPAKIIOHICTCHKOTO BUMIpiB. B
caTrTi BiOOpaXEHO ICHYBaHHS B3a€MO3AJIEKHOCTEM 1 B3a€EMHHX 3B'SI3KIB MIK MEPEKEBOIO
CTPYKTYPOIO 1 MICIIEBOIO MPOMHMCIIOBOIO auHaMmikow. Ilo-apyre, B caTTTi AOCHIIKEHO MUTAHHS
CTaJIOTO PO3BUTKY TEPUTOPiH B AJDKHpi, 30KpeMa B MpoBiHLii biiga, BiqoMiil cBo€to crierugiuHo0
MIIPUEMHUIIBKOIO JTUHAMIKOIO. JlOCHII)KEHHST TPYHTYETbCAd Ha KIIbKICHOMY CTaTUCTHUYHOMY
OINUTYBaHHI 3a JOMOMOTOK aHKEeTH, mpoBeaeHoMy cepen 110 xommaHiif, po3TallloBaHUX Y Pi3HUX
MIPOMHUCJIOBUX 1 JUIOBUX 30Hax mpoBiHWii bmiga. OcHOBHI pe3ynbTaTé IBOTO JOCHIIKEHHS
H1AKPECITIO0Th, 1110 reorpadiyHa KOHIIEHTpALlis KOMIIaHii 1a€ MOKIMBICT HOCHJIUTH KOHKYPEHTHY
B3a€EMOJIIO Ta CIPHUATH MOSAB1 €KOCUCTEM, CIIPUSTIMBUX JUIsl OOMIHY, Tepeaayl 3HaHb, IHHOBaLIN Ta
CTBOPEHHSl JOJJaHOI BapTOCTI Ha MicueBoMy piBHI. JloBeneHOo, IO pO3rOpTaHHsS MPOLECIB
TEPUTOPIAIBHOTO IHTEJIEKTY Ta MEpEeXeBOi CTPYKTypu3alii BUMarae creuudiyHoi MpOMHUCIOBOI
oprasizallii, BKIIOUal04H CTBOPEHHS BIJKPUTHUX 1 CIIUJIBHUX Mepex abo KiIacTepiB KOMIIaHIH.

Kuro4oBi ciioBa: TepuTopis, TEepUTOPiaIbHUNA 1HTETEKT, CTAIMI PO3BUTOK, MEPEKA.
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